
     
 

 

 
 
 

September 7, 2018 
 
Markús Már Efraím 
 
Dear Markús, 
 
Your program teaching free writing workshops for children in Reykjavík is inspiring and 
important. Providing young people dedicated time and space to explore their own ideas, 
with focused attention from adult community members like you, is world-changing. 
 
In 2002, when I co-founded 826 Valencia in San Francisco, California, with  Nínive Calegari, 
we imagined  an army of caring adult writer-tutors and a equally powerful force of 
hard-working and imaginative neighborhood kids coming together, completing 
homework, and forging new ideas. Sixteen years later, it’s deeply heartening to see that the 
826 model has not only taken hold in the United States, where eight 826 centers and dozens 
of others in its spirit operate, but also in Copenhagen, Melbourne, Santiago, London, Milan, 
and more cities than can be mentioned here. To know that your work in Reykjavík is now 
taking root and that Icelandic children are gathering at your local library and working 
shoulder to shoulder with caring adult volunteers is tremendously exciting. Thank you for 
pioneering this work in your community. 
 
These many youth writing centers around the world vary in exactly how they take 
shape--behind a curious storefront or nestled within an operating school--and in their 
day-to-day operations. However, they all begin with forward-thinking, courageous 
community leaders like you who have the vision and the mettle to begin. 
 
In all these years watching youth writing programs like yours take shape, I’ve seen that once 
an effort like yours is launched, countless rewards are not far behind. Students thrive in 
school and at home with increased one-on-one attention. Adult volunteers benefit from 
giving back to their communities. And cities, businesses, and community supporters have 
the chance to shape the future as they champion youth voices in their community.  
 
You are providing something essential to young Icelanders: a dedicated, safe, and creative 
space for young people a�er school. In honoring these young voices in your community, 
you’re making way for a new generation of leaders and thinkers. The importance of this 
work, for children and their communities, cannot be underestimated, and I applaud you. 
 
With gratitude and admiration, 

 
Dave Eggers 


